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. THOUGHT FOR TODAY Over and over again, courts 
havt said there is nothing sinister in so arranging one's af­ 
fairs as to keep taxes as lotr as possible. Everybody does 
so, rich or poor: and all do right, for nobody owes any pub­ 
lic duty to pay more than the law demands: fares are en­ 
forced exactions, not voluntary contributions — Judge 
Learned Hand.

The Banner Is Thin
While the HERALD was jubilant as any three years ago 

when Torrance was accorded All-America honors, we be­ 
lieve the city has coasted long enough on the banner.

The HERALD feels that persons and groups have work­ 
ed the All-America honors a little thin in their exuberence 
to promote the virtues of the city.

Freud might explain it as a matter of insecurity- 
clinging to a recognized symbol of approval; but Torrance 
has no need to feel insecure and wave the All-America 
banner.

Torrance has so much in its favor today that the All- 
America rating, although a high honor, should now be 
used less to explain the city's worth to prospective invest­ 
ors and developers, and the many other fine selling points 
given greater prominence.

The city won its All-America rating because of the 
great strides it had made to keep pace with the phenomenal 
growths in population for providing schools, fire and po­ 
lice protection, roads, sewers, and other municipal facili­ 
ties to a burgeoning population, while maintaining the _________________
city on a sound fnanclal basis.

The award was not conferred because Torrance had InCOnie IOX Tips 
achieved that rare status of well balanced city.                

In this Torrance was no different than some of its 
neighbors who are" more recent winners Santa Fe Springs, 
as an example, which is by no means a balanced city, de­ 
serving though the award may be.

Torrance now has moved past that state of develop­ 
ment which brought the All-America award. It has made 
greater strides toward gaining its goal as a balanced city  
balanced in residential, commercial, and industrial growth. 

It is lime now to soft-pedal the All-America business 
and begin talking about today's city a city of 100,000-plus 
residents, major commercial and industrial developments, 
and a continuing high level residential development

Prospective industrial and commercial interests glanc­ 
ing this way will be far more interested in what Torrance 
has to offer today than in the waving of the All-America 
banner.

It is time now, we belive that those persons and 
groups busy selling the city place the All-America rating 
in its proper perspective. The payoff is made on the score 
the team makes today not on the pennants last year's 
team brought home.

Death Penalty, Stiffer 
Dope Laws Out This Year

a

Beverly, (Mass.) Times: — "Since President Elsenhower 
announced the probability of a surplus of $4 billion, the 
line has formed on the left by socialistic legislators who 
have dreams of new ways of pouring money down a rat 
hole."

Garden Checklist
By California Association of Nurserymen

1. Another planting of gladiolus bulbs is in order 
this week for a longer succession of blooms.

2. To insure healthy, free flowering roses, set up 
a spray and feeding program now and follow it in 
months to come. A Intfie care goes a long way and the 
job is easy if planned ahead.

3. A window box or several pots of herbs outside 
the back door can make a wonderful contribution to 
the culinary arts in your household.

4. Use yellow marguerites liberally in sunny gar­ 
den spots. They are so easy to grow, long lasting and 
so colorful, every garden should have several.

5. Start thinking about container plantings to 
keep you company in outdoor living areas this summer.
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Many Californians, particu­ 
larly Ihose who have only re­ 
cently moved here, are not 
aware that their State has a 
personal income tax which op­ 
erates in much the same man­ 
ner as the federal income tax 
law.

Prior to 1959 there were 
numerous differences in the 
treatment of items of income 
and deductions for state and 
federal purposes, 
these differences have* __ 
been removed, but man£_BH 
exist.

The entire net income of 
California residents   and 
the net income of non-resi­ 
dents derived from sources 
within California   is subject 
to a tax computed on a gradu­ 
ated scale running from \"'o 
to 7%.

If you moved to California 
. during 1959, income received 
and deductible expenditures 
made prior to taking up Cali­ 
fornia residence are not re 
ported on the California re­ 
turn. Credit for taxes paid to 
other states or countries is 
allowable in some circum­ 
stances.

The average taxpayer who 
reports on a calendar year 
basis must file a return an­ 
nually   on or before April 
15   for the preceding year's 
income if it exceeds certain 
minimum amounts,

Specifically, a return is re­ 
quired of every unmarried 
person whose gross income 
amounts to $5,000 or more in 
a taxable year, or if Ins net 
income (which means gross 
income less allowable deduc­ 
tion) equals or exceeds $1,500.

For married persons, re­ 
turns are required if their 
gross income exceeds $5000, 
or if their net income exceeds 
$3000.

For federal income tux pur­ 
poses,Ml is well known that 
taxpayers are allowed deduc­ 
tions for personal exemptions 
at the rale of $600 for the tax­ 
payer and for each of his de­ 
pendents. But in California, 
married pesons are allowed a 
deduction of $.'U)»0 jointly for 
the taxpayer and his spouse. 
Additional dependents qualify 
for personal exemption de­ 
ductions ut I ho rate of $600 
each. Single persons are en­ 
titled to a deduction of $1500 
for personal exemption.

also the "five-year carry-over 
of capital losses.

One important difference 
relates to the taxability of in­ 
terest on obligalions of the 
United States. For federal lax 
purposes, tax on United 
States government bonds is 
fully taxable, except in some 
isolated instances, but for 
California tax purposes this 
type of income is completely 
exempt. Interest on obliga­ 
tions of states, cities, counties, 
and other local governmental 
units is exempt from federal 
tax. However, such interest 
received from governmental 
units outside California is to 
be included as income on the 
California return.

The standard deduction has 
been increased from 6% to 
10 c'i> with corresponding in­ 
crease in maximum from $300 
to $500 for a single person 
and from $600 to $1000 on a 
joint return.

If a California taxpayer 
elects to itemize his non- 
busines deductions rather 
than use the so-called "stand­ 
ard deduction," he will find 
the California rules are gen­ 
erally comparable to the fed­ 
eral. Thus, contributions to 
charitable-type organizations 
interest, taxes, casualty loss- 
es, medical expenses, etc., are 
deductible within certain limi­ 
tations.

Deductions for contribu­ 
tions may be claimed on the 
federal return in any amount 
up to 30% of tlie adjusted 
gros income in some cases. 
However, on the California' 
return, the maximum per­ 
centage limitation is 20%.

federal rules as a result oE 
1959 legislation, there are 
some differences. It thus be­ 
hooves the California taxpay­ 
er to scrutinize" closely the 
instructions for filing Canli- 
fornia tax returns if he is to 
report his California income 
properly.

By CHAULKS F. CHAPEL 
Assemblyman, '16th Plstrlca

As prophesied in this col­ 
umn a few weeks ago, the 
legislature is -not repealing 
the death penalty during this 
short, I960 session.

For soire reason, probably 
known only to himself, the 
Governor arranged to have 
(lie bill repealing the death 
penalty introduced in the 
Senate, although it was well 
known lo everyone that the 
bill could not get out of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, 
whereas It was equally well 
known that it could have been 
passd out of the Assembly Ju­ 
diciary Committee (Criminal).

AS SOON as th Governor 
look (he action he did, the 
overwhelming majority of 
legislators and newspaper 
men said that they knew the 
bill was dead.

Those of you who followed 
the bill in the newspapers 
know that the Senate Com­ 
mittee on Judiciary gave 
those favoring the'abolition of 
(he dealh penalty about twice 
as long to present their case 
as they gave to Ihose oppos­ 
ing abolition, and yet when 
the roll was called the Sen­ 
ate Committee killd it. The 
subject is a dead issue for 
this session.

THOUSANDS of people 
have gent letters, telegrams 
and petitions to the Governor 
asking him to place on the 
agenda for the special session 
anti-narcotic bills, but he has 
repeatedly refused to do this 
qnd recently came out with a 
very definite statement that 
he would not allow such bills 
to be introduced because he 
thinks "the 'subject needs 
more study."

One pitiful feature of the 
whole problem is that a splen­ 
did group of high school stu­ 
dents from various parts of 
California came to Sacra­ 
mento and had a conference 
with the Governor, urging 
him to place . anti-narcotic 
bills on Hie agenda. He listen­

ed to them politdy and thon 
refused.

AS A MKMHEIl of the As­ 
sembly Comittee on Revenue 
and Taxation. I have been 
regularly voting for tax re­ 
duction bills, some of which 
passed out of the Committee 
and will come on the floor of 
the Assembly. However, the 
Governor has positively stated 
that he will veto any and all 
tax-reduction bills that reach 
his desk, even though they 
pass both houses of the Legis­ 
lature.

One of the bill* which was 
heard in the Assembly Com­ 
mittee on Rvenue and Taxa­ 
tion provide that all medicine 
sold on prescription shall be 
exempt from t h e sales lax. 
This would not cause much 
loss of revenue to the State 
and it would ease the finan­ 
cial burden on thousands of 
sick people, especially elderly 
persons living on a small pen­ 
sion or retirement income.

All of the Republicans on 
the Committee except one 
voted for the bill and a few of 
the Democrats voted for it, 
but those voting against it 
took the position that they 
did not want to oppose the 
Governor's stand against itax 
reduction.   ' 

* * *
FOR THE PAST year, I 

have personally received hun­ 
dreds of letters from church 
groups, women's clubs, and 
individuals asking ine-to sup­ 
port one or more bills lo curb 
Ihe sale of pornographic 
(dirty) literature and I agreed 
to do so, but here again we 
run into the problem that the 
Governor has definitely and 
positively said that he will not 
place this subject on the 
agenda of a special session, in 
spite of the fact that lie ad­ 
mits thai he has received a 
vast volume of mail on the 
subject. If he has any reason 
for his stand, I have not 
heard of it.

DURING the short session 
of an even numbered year,

» t

such as 11)60, the primary 
purpose Is to pass the budget. 
The secondary purpose is to 
ennct legislation which the 
Governor places on the 
agenda of a special cession 
which run at the same time as 
the budget session, but can 
run after the budget session 
terminates.

Under the California State 
Constitution, we can intro­ 
duce items pertaining to the 
budget without approval of 
the Governor, but otherwise 
unless the Governor opens up 
a subject by a proclamation, 
we are stopped, I have ex­ 
plained this in this column 
several times, but I continue 
to get mail from people who 
ask: "Why don't you people 
in Sacramento do something 
about narcotics, tax reduction
and dirty literature?" 

* * *
ASIDE from refusing (o 

place a subject on the agenda 
ol a special session, any Gov­ 
ernor can tell members of his 
own political party (and ttyose 
members of the opposition 
party who curry his favor) that 
troduce or vote for certain 
he does not want them to in- 
bills, and he can also an­ 
nounce that he will veto such 
bills if they pass. It is pos­ 
sible, but difficult, to pass   
bill over the veto of a Gov­ 
ernor.

Another form of pressure 
Is the promise, implied or 
actual, of appointments to 
those legislators who act as 
puppets for a Governor. For 
example, lawyers who want 
to become judges are especial­ 
ly sensitive to this form of 
persuasion or coercion. This 
is so well known that I almost 
hesitate to mention it, but the 
mail I receive indicates that 
people are not familiar with 
the working of State govern­ 
ment.

However. I am always glad 
to get mail. Until we adjourn, 
please send it lo Assembly 
Chambers, State Capitol. Sac­ 
ramento 14, Calif., and there­ 
after to P.O. Box 777, Ingle- 
wood 5.

Fluoridation Strides Reported
By ROY 0. GILBERT 

. . County Health Officer
The mills of the gods grind

It has been known for al­ 
most 60 years that tooth en­ 
amel contains a small amount 
of the chemical, fluorine. Al­ 
most 30 years ago it was 
noted that in certain com­ 
munities where the water 
supply contained excessive 
amounts of fluorine many 
people had patches of brown 
enamel on their teeth. Fur­ 
ther study disclosed that all 
of these people had been us­ 
ing the fluoride-bearing water 
during childhood when their 
teeth were being formed. Of 
more importance, however,

Mailbox

the study revealed that these 
people^had far less tooth de­ 
cay than the average person. 

Then began a further series 
of studies to determine how 
much fluorine in a water sup­ 
ply was necessary to be bene­ 
ficial yet at th same time re­ 
main below a level which 
would cause motlled enamel.

It has been found that the 
human body can readily elim­ 
inate water-borne fluorides 
which do not exceed five 
parts per million. A survey 
at Bartlett, Texas, where the 
water contains eight parts 
per million, revealed that 
\\",'o of those people exam­ 
ined showed that excessive 
amounts of fluorine had been

deposited in the bones of the 
body but that they apparently 
caused no ill effects.

The safe level, to 'afford 
maximum protection against 
decay of teeth without the 
risk of mottled enamel is 
one part per million, depend­ 
ing on the climate. It should 
be remembered that in the 
warmer Climates, where the 
consumption of d r i n ki n g 
water is greater, a lesser 
amount of fluorine should be 
added to the supply than is 
required in cooler climates.

using such water supply from 
birth up to about 12 years of 
 ge, the period in which den­ 
tine and enamel are formed. 
Studies being conducted at 
the present time seem to indi­ 
cate that adults too may be 
afforded at least some pro­ 
tection against decay through 
the use of fluoride-bearing 
water.
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Law in Action

The deduction for medical 
expenses on a California in­ 
come tux return is limited to 
an amount which exceeds 5' p ;/ 
of the adjusted gross income 
and cannot exceed $2500 on 
a joint return of husband and 
wife or a head ol houschoidd 
or $1_5() on the return of a 
single person. On the federal 
return (he percentage limita­ 
tion is 3"r, and there are ad­ 
ditional rest rid ion,s on the 
amount of deductions allow­ 
able for drugs and medicines.

In this, the California law 
as Hinneded now conforms to 
the federal law. Thus, the 
"double declining balance" 
and ".suin-ol'-the-yoars" digits 
methods, us well as the first 
year's depreciation, are allow­ 
able.

The rules for reporting 
gross Income in California, 
which were notably different 
in the pusl, included (he 
treatment of so-culled "capi­ 
tal gains." For California tax 
purposes, the rules are now 
the same as for federal pur­ 
poses. They provide for single 
long term ca pi I ill null! lor 
properly held ;n excess of KIX 
months und Ihe allowance of 
HII exclusion of 50'f of the 
ni'l lorn; lei in (,,|iil,il jjdin

Under the old Culifornia 
law. the taxpayer could 
choose to pay IMS lax in three 
installments. Now lio can do 
.so only if his tax exceeds $50. 
In such ct<ses, his first in­ 
stallment must be one-third 
the total lux, or $50, which­ 
ever is greater.

If is apparent that while 
('aliforn''! lax rules arc e.en- 
eral!) ijiuU' similar lo Ihe

Archery Fan
Editor, Torrance Herald,

With an archery and pistol 
range that closes at 4 p.m. 
where is the average family 
to use their archery sets? 
Ours stays locked in the clos­ 
et, except for several times 
a month when there is time 
to drive out to the San Gab­ 
riel River bed near LaPuente. 
Why way out there? Well the 
police have set up targets for 
people to line, and it is the 
only place we know. Oh, it's 
free loo.

Ridiculous isn't it? We live 
at the foot of Ihe pistol and 
archery rango here in Tor- 
ranee. Yet, because my hus­ 
band, like other men in our 
area, doesn't arrive home from 
work until after 4 p.m. we 
can't use it.

Sure (hero's an archery club 
in our area, and the fee is a 
fair one, but why join it when 
we can't use the range? What 
about week ends? Well, we do 
a lot of free lance photogra­ 
phy that necessitates travel­ 
ing and camping in our parks. 
Week-day nights especiallly, 
the long ones now approach­ 
ing, are ideal for us.

I'm sure we aren't the only 
family that enjoys doing 
things together. Won't int.re 
of you pluase wrlt« in and 
see if we can't have an urea 
for our use? I'm sure there 
are enough intereNted adults, 
like us, who would donate 
their time and knowledge to 
make this a worthwhile proj­ 
ect

.Mi.v William J. Nunnery

The war on crime by the 
forces of law goes on day and 
night. Finding facts that will 
stand up in court is a hard, 
tedious work, without which 
catching crooks is of no avail.

From time to time the offi­ 
cers ask for new laws to meet 
new conditions.

Until a few years ago, for 
example, no judge could law­ 
fully issue a search warrant 
to get evidence of a crime, 
such us hair, fingerprints, and 
the 1'ike. Under a new law'a 
judge may do so.

For with Ihe inroads of 
crime, we week and find ad­ 
vances in crime- detection. 
Among other things, the war- 
runt may order an officer to 
search for and get any twi- 
deiiCB which tends to show 
that someone hiis done a ser­ 
ious crime.

Since no judge himself can 
or should keep such evidence, 
the officer   soy the sheriff 
or police chief   may keep it 
subject to court order. This is 
common sense, but it is im- 
purUnl for tlio luw to name 
Ihe keepers of evidence and 
hold them responsible.

;- ,' ''JT

Again, a judge may still ex­ 
amine witnesses before he is­ 
sues a warrant, but he no 
longer needs to under the luw. 
In a large cilv, judges nuiv is­ 
sue thousands of uarunts in

The U.S. Public Health 
Service, the American Medi­ 
cal Association, and the 

,v> ft ft American Dental Association 
, , ' ' have endorsed the movement 
It has been determined , but are quick to point out that 

that one part of fluoride per fluoridation Is not a substi- 
million parts of water can be tute for other dental care 
relied upon to prevent Wn such as periodic dental aU 
of tooth decay in children tenticn, good mouth hygiene, 

and avoidance of excessive* 
. amounts of sugar.

. . There is also a certain 
amount of vociferous opposi­ 
tion to the fluoridation of 
water supplies. Viewed in his­ 
torical perspective this oppo­ 
sition appears to be quite 
similar to that which arose 
when other public he'alth 
measures were introduced, 
such as Immunization, vac­ 
cinations, chlorination of 
water, and pasteurization of 
milk.

A pamphlet on fluoridation 
and the prevention of tooth 
decay will be mailed lo any­ 
one sending a card of request 
to the Los Angeles County 
Health DepaVtment, Division 
of Public Health, 241 North 
Figueroa St., Los Angeles 12.

a short time, and cannot well 
go into details with witnesses 
the way the police can. Still, 
the judge can, any time he 

' wants to. In this, the new law 
just codifies and makes uni­ 

form the present practice.
The power lo search places 

and seize evidence is rightly 
safeguarded. So far as can be, 
the law aims to protect citi­ 
zens from unlawful search 
and seizure, yet not lo ham­ 
per law officers in catching 
criminals.
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